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she will not be obliged to live in poverty! Since she is marry-
ing him let them at least have money! ... At present I love
him more than a brother; it is not a sin to ask anything for
him, he deserves it."
This affection of the betrayed lover for his rival is the
main theme of Dostoevsky's Insulted and Injured. "I be-
trayed you, but you forgave me everything and think only
of my happiness," says the heroine of this book. Likewise,
Prince Myshkin of The Idiot, although in love with Nastasia
Philipovna, lets her elope with Rogozhin and maintains
friendly relations with his rival. The incident was virtually
closed. But then a sudden turn of events made everything
uncertain again. On October 20, 1856, Dostoevsky was
promoted to the rank of second lieutenant. This ensured for
him an honorable position, a decent salary, and, most impor-
tant, the possibility of a total pardon and eventual return to
Russia. He regained hope and renewed his offer of marriage.
On November 24, he obtained permission to travel to
Kuznetsk and arrived shaken by joy, certain of success,
magnificent. He pleaded his cause, cited figures and dates.
Maria Dmitrievna was infected by his enthusiasm. They
were made for one another, they must be married. But where
would they find the money, six hundred rubles at least?
Dostoevsky made a plan. No sooner was he back in Semi-
palatinsk than he wrote to Wrangel: "If I am not prevented
by one circumstance^ I will be married before carnival. You
know to whom. She loves me. She has said yes. . . . She
quickly lost her illusions about her recent infatuation. I
guessed that already in the summer, from her letters. . . .
Oh, if you knew what a woman she is! ... I am penniless.
According to the closest and most rigorous calculations, I
need altogether six hundred rubles in silver. I intend to bor-